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OBSERVATIONS, &c. 


Nora can be more unpleaſant to a lover 
of juſtice and good order, than to find himſelf 


under the neceſſity of holding iorth to the public 
eye the miſconduct of any individual, or of any 
ſet of men, after every exertion has been uſed on 
his part to prevent it; but ſuch is the ſituation 
of the writer of the following pages. tHe is ſa- 
tisfied that he has been wanting in no endeavour. 
to induce or to prevail on the Commiſſioners of 
the Salt Duties, to give the charges he ha. made 
againſt their officers, a candid and impartial hears 
ing; and he therefore preſumes that the neceſlity 
of the caſe may excuſe his taking this as the only 
mode lett by which the injured may have that 
redreſs to which they are in juſtice entitled, and 
the public may be informed how large that por- 
tion of the revenue is of which it is now deprived, 


A It 


E423 


It muſt be perceived, that the neceſſity to 
which l am thus reduced is rendered diſagreea- 
ble, principally by my being obliged to bring 
forward perſons in the eſtabliſhing fa&s ; perſons 
of whom I am inclined to form an opinion which 
is favourable and reſpectful. But it will be im- 
poſſible to avoid this in explaining the various 
frauds I am enabled to ſubſtantiate againſt offi- 
cers and others: this indeed would have been 
avoided, had the Commiſhoners done what I 
ſhould have thought it my duty to do, had I 
been in their ſituation. It is poſſible that the 
habit of never admitting any perſons from with- 
out into their preſence, may have led them to 
ſuppoſe, that circumſtances reſpecting the miſ- 
conduct of their othcers could not ever have been 
laid before the public in that bold manner which 
my knowledge of the facts and my command of 
evidence enables me to do. 


Reſpect to perſons has not fo great weight with 
me, as to influence a due reſpect to things: I am 
influenced by no other motives than to point out 
thoſe abuſes in the Collection of the Duties upon 
Salt, which require regulation; to prove the 
great difference of Duty paid at different manu- 
factures, whereby ſome have long ſuffered ſuch 

diſad- 
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diſadvantages as have occaſioned their being 
broken up; and to procure juſtice only in a rea- 
ſonable extent to thoſe who have been lung and 
groſsly injured. I ſhall be as conciſe as poſſible, 
and relate facts I am fully informed of, and make 
obſerva ions which I have no doubt of proving 
to the ſatisfaction and conviction of all parties, if 
authorized · ſo to do. 


The facts thus ſtated, and the obſervations 

made, will lead immediately to the proot of that 
very great loſs the Revenue has ſuſtained, and, as 
I truſt, induce the Legiſlature to inſticute ſuch 
an enquiry as may ſhew whether the cauſe ori- 
ginates from errors, or want of amendment in the 
ſeveral acts of Parliament which have exiſted ſince 
ſuch praQtices have been in uſe, 


A very near relation of mine being left by the 
death of her huſband in 1772, 2a proprietor of a 
marine ſalt work in the iſland of Portſea, in the 
county of Hants, and an importer and vender of 
the produce of the faid works in London, my 
_ aſſiſtance was requeſted, and very readily given 
with all attention; and from this attention. I 
muſt neceſſarily obtain much information oi the 


trade, and I am ſorry to ſay I was too frequently 
A 2 acquainted 
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twice, to inform him, — firſt, that the refined ſalt 
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acquainted with the inattention of the officers, 
and particularly with the indulgence allowed to 
ſome importers in preferen e to others; as alfa 
the great partiality ſhewn at the Salt Office in 
favour of the proprietors of refineries, in ſo much, 
that no complaints contrary to their intereſt were 
attended to, whatever injuſtice the marine ſalt 
proprietors might ſuffer from them, notwithſtand= 
ing the legal advantages the refineries enjoyed 
were ſuch as muſt in the end render the property 
of marine ſalt works abſolutely without profit. 


Mr. E-—tt, the late Secretary of the Salt- 
Office, was an intimate acquaintance of my rela- 
tion above mentioned ; it ſcemec, therefore, moſt 
conſiſtent that if any improper tranſaQions came 
within my obſervation, or any cauſe of complaint 
aroſe, | ſhould make him acquainted with them: 
and ſo ſoon did material cauſe ariſe, that before 
the expiration of the ſecond year I waited on him 


m de ſo much over the quantity ſhipped, and for 
which no duty was paid, that it was impoſſible 
for the marine ſalt to be brought to market on 
profitable terms; and although I mentioned the 
ſhips which had made the quantity I ſtated, over 
the quanticy ilu ed, and to whom aſſigned, yet 

he 
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he would give no credit to my ſtory, and would 

not ſuffer me to bring any p:oof ot my affertion, 
In a ſhort time after, I waited on him to ſay, that 
Mr. Pooke, the Colletar of the collection my re- 
lation's works were in, would not permit me to 
make ſalt foul, for the purpoſe of ſelling it as 
foul ſalt, which I told him was the practice at all 
the refineries. Mr. E-— tt replied, that what I 
aſſerted was not the truth: I knew to the con- 
trary, and therefore conſidered him to be a cha- 
racter that deſerved no reſpe& from me. 


Since the duty on foul ſalt has been encreaſed 
Mr. Pooke has informed me, that ſalt uſed to be 
made foul at the reſineriee, and tha: there was no 
doubt it might have been made ſo at my rclatte 
on's works, but that he objected to it, as it was 4 
practice 1njurious to the 1evenue I am much 
miſtaken if Mr. Pooke has not told me, that he 
received from Mr. W=—n an account of the 
making out of every ſhip from my relation's 
works, which was a great inducement to him to 
pay ſtrict attention to the weight given there, 
and ſaid he was not aware of the malicious intent 
of ſuch information being purpoſely to ruin the 
manufacture. An attempt as perſonal as it was 
malicious, and for which not the moſt diſtant 

ſhadow 
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ſhadow of pretence could be given. I firmly 
believed Mr. Pooke to have been a juſt and ho- 
neſt man, and an oſſicer entitled to every mark of 
reſpect from the Commiſſioners, even though he 
has had the boldneſs to complain of the inatten- 
tion of the Commiſſioners to his informations. 


Of late years, ſo great has been not only the 
connivance of the Salt-officers at the frauds com- 
mitted on the revenue, but their countenance and 
aſſiſtance in committing them has been ſuch an 
additional injury, that many of the marine ſalt 
works have been entirely deſerted, and thoſe that 
have been continued to be worked, have not 
produced any profit at all. Having, therefore, 
obtained ſuch undeniable conviction, I was de- 
termined from, I truſt, an honourable principle, 
to procure redreſs for the injured, before I could 
conſent that my relation ſhould ſubmit to the 
loſs of her property, by declining her manufacture. 


With the above reſolution I determined to lay the 
informations and complaints before the Commiſ- 
fioners of the Salt Duties, ſuppoſing them to be 
gentlemen well paid by the public for the duty 
of their office, and therefore ready and willing 


to receive any proper information that might 
be 
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be a means to enable them to check and corre* 
any miſconduct of their officers, and par:icularly 
ſuch as tended to defraud the revenue apparently 
a principal object of their appointment. Under 
the above ideas | threw together ſome inſtances 
of abuſe, and therefore of complaints, from the 
fair trader, which I deliv.red to Mr, King, the 
preſent Secretary, to be by him laid before the 
Commiſſioners, with the following introduction, 
in the month of November, 1792: 


& To the Honourable the Commiſſioners of his 
Majeſty's Salt Duties. 
«© Gentlemen, 

&« ] take the liberty of informing you, and com- 
plaining of the great remiſſneſs of your officers in 
general, in the port of London, in the diſcharge 
of their duty, wherefrom many and extravordiia- 
ry frauds are practiſed with impunity, which 
operate both as a conſiderable loſs to the revenue, 
and a material injury to the fair, trader, From 
the above circumſtances no profit attends the ſalt 
importer, unleſs he can and does practice fraud. 


« Having many inſtances of miſcondſuct and 
frauds to refer you to, I ſhall not further intrude 
en your time, than as an introduction to them, 

«I am, &c.“ 


Firſt 
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Firſi Charge, 
That the oſſicers have been negligent in their 
duty, is caly to be eſtabliſhed, 


Second Charge, 


That the officers have known of ſhips making 
over the quantity ſpceifted in the certificate to 


| have been ſhipped, and have not ſeized the 


overplus for the benefit af the revenue, will be 
made evident by preofs of the following in- 
ſtances : 


Firſt Inſtance of the Second Charge. 


tons. qri, buſ, tons, qrs. buſ. 
On the th of December 1791, 
Captain Robert Hyder, or Tinker, 
conſigned to Mr. Thomas Weſton . 
and came for 43 2 


She made out 55 1 6 
The officers by way of blind, 


and to gain an undeſerved credit, 


took to the Cuſtom-houſe only 2 6 
She made over, and was given, 
to Mr. Weſton, duty free, | 6-2 
x ge 1 © 


( 


f Second Inſtance of the Second Charge. 


tons fi. buf, tons grs.buſ. 


On the 17th of December, 1791, 
Capt. John Groom, conſigned to Mr. 
Thomas Weſton, and came for | 60 
She made out 67 16 
The officers, by way of blind and to 
gain undeſerved credit, took to the 
. Cuſtom-Houſe only I- 2 
She made over and was given to Mr, ö 
Welton, duty free, | 7" 
67 1 6 
Third Inſtance of the Second Charge, 
; | tons grs. buf. tons grs.buſe 
On the zoth of January, 1792, 
Captain Mackay, conſigned to Mr, 
Thomas Weſton, and came for „ 
She made out 08 = 8 
The officers, by way of blind, and to | 
gain undeſerved credit, took to the 
Cuſtom-Houſe only 3 
She made over and was given to Mr. 
Weſton, duty free, $ 3 2 
| 3 


I particularly ſelected theſe three inſtances, as 


examples to proye the above charge againſt the 
B officers, 
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officers. Mr. King, the Secretary, having, in a 
previous converſation with me on the ſubjeR, de- 
clared that he had ſuch an opinion of the officers, 
and ſuch a check on them in London, that he 
was poſitively certain that all overplus ſalt was 
ſeizcd : from whence I wes led to conclude, that 
the Collector had ſeldom attended his duty, and 
that the attention of the other officers had only 
been directed to the giving ſanttion to ſuch and 
ſimilar notorious frauds as thoſe above- mentioned, 
amounting to nearly 200], by ſeizing no more than 
the {mall quantity of i ton 8 buſhels; but this was 
only a maſk, a ſurface of honeſty, to impoſe on 
the Commiſſioners, and to conceal practices of 
too dark a complexion to paſs without a covering. 


Third Charge. 


- That the officers have connived at frauds, and 
particularly at the peculiar mo e of fraud prac- 
tiſed by Mr. Wel on, under the management of 
one of his ſcorers, William Yarranton, and paſſes 
under the denomination of a drum head, and is 
done for the following purpoſe, in this manner : 
Ships loaded with refined falt taken out of an 
hot houſe, always increaſes in weight, The pur- 
pole is not only to get the overplus ſalt free of 


duty, 


. 
duty, but to conceal the real quantity the ſhip 
contains from che Deputy Meter, to acco:ambhin 
which, when the Deputy Meter is gone tro the 
ſhip to breakfaſt, or to dinner, or «t other ti avs, 
ſuch opportunity is taken to procure porters to 
carry ſalt out of the ſhip into a warehouſe, and 
to pay the porters in the warehouſe, as they bring 
every turn. The Deputy Meter is hot appriied 
of the quantity carried; the men being paid pri- 
vately, do not make demand from the Heputy 
Meter of the pay for carrying that falt, as they do 
for the carriage of all the Deputy Meter weighs; 
as ſuch accounts are gen:rally ſettled on a caik, 
(it has obtained the term of a drum heat) 
it is difficult for the Deputy Meter to diſcover 
it, or aſcertain the quantity ſo embezzicd, unlcſs 
the porters who carry it give information. It is 
proved as follows: 


Firſt Inſtance of the Third Charge. 


| e 8) tons grs. buſ. tons gre.buf. 
On the 23th of Auguſt, 1736, Capt. - : , 
John Turner, conſigned to Mr. Thos, 
Weſton, and came for 2 2c 


She made out '202'1 8 


(| 26 3 


A drum head was cartied of 5 tons to 
Mr. Weſton's warehouſe ; Mr. Weſ- 
ton's ſon paid the porters for carrying 
it, and no meterage was paid for it. f:- 


The ſhip made over in all y 2 <P 


Second Inſtance of the Third Charge. 


tons grs. buſ. tons qri.buf, 
In Nov. 1789, Capt. Trannha con- 
ſigned to Mr. Warren, the Collector 
of the Salt Duties in London, and ſold 
to Mr. Thomas Weſton, and came for 40 23 = 
She made out 40 1 $ 
A drum head of 2 tons, 3 qrs. 2 buf. 
was carried to Mr. Weſton's warehouſe, 
The porters were paid for carrying it 
into the warehouſe, but nothing was 
paid for meterage. 3 8 
The ſhip made over in all 2 3 


Notwithſtanding the before-mentioned ſhip 
made over 2 tons 3 quarters, William Yarran- 


ton, Mr. Weſton's ſcorer, reported the above ſhip 
ſhort in his account, 


Third 


_ —— 


» 
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Third Inflance of the Third Chargs, 


tons ri. buſ. tons grs buf. 
On the 4th of February, 1790, Capt. * f 


Atkinſon conſigned to Mr. Thomas 
Weſton, and came for 216 2 y 


She made out 218 2 2 


A drum head of 6 tons was carried 
to Mr. Weſton's warehouſe. The por- 
ters were paid for carrying the whole 
into the warehouſe, but nothing was 


-paid to the Deputy Meters for meter- 
age of the drum head. 6 »- » 


The ſhip made over in all 7135 
Although the fraud on the revenue by the above 
three inſtances, amounts to little more than 165l. on 
a conſiderable quantity of ſalt But as the above ſpe- 
cies · of fraud is diſcovered only by the very parti» 
cular attention of the Deputy Meter, who delivers 
the ſhip and weighs the ſalt; every Deputy Me- 
ter may not be equally attentive; if he is not, 
(as the diſcovery depends on the information of 
the porters) many quantities may be ſuppoſed to 
be carried from ſhips in the above manner, which 
are not found out. It may be worthy of notice, 
that the ſame perſon, Mr. Thos. Weſton, received 
the advantage from the frauds on the inſtances 
above 
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above ſtated, to prove the ſecond charge. And 
it may not be improper to obſerve Wity that Mr. 
Weſton, on his own account; and on account of 
a Company, called the T hames-Street Company 
of *alt importers, (conſiſting of the following gen- 
tlemen : Thomas Weſton and Son, Richard Gin- 
ger, Pack and Lewis, Richard Weſt, Meſſrs Hills 
and Hol: houſe, and Thomas Slade) imports near- 
ly half the ſalt that is brought into London; and 
unt.] Robert Jones was appointed a Deputy Salt 
Meter in the port of London, Mr, Weſton, who 
manages the buſineſs for the Company, was un- 
der little or no controul, Light fillers, not ſworn 
oſſicers, were frequently appointed to deliver the 
ſalt out of the ſhip to him, no Meter making a 
point cf attending to keep an account of the quan- 
tity, and his ſcorers uſed to give the account to 
the Office, and there the Deputy Meter got the 
account of his ſhips. Robert Jones has, ſince his 
being in office, had Mr. Weſton's falt delivered 
by Deputy Meters, as all other importers have, 
and has kept a check againſt his ſcorers ; yet un- 
til my complaints were made to the Commiſſion- 
ers, Mr. Weſton's ſcorer delivered the account 
into the Office, which was not delivered by the 
Deputy Meter, as the account of all other im- 

porters 


portars was and is. Can therefore any perſon won- 
der at the large fortune Mr. Weſton is ſaid to 
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have accumulated by the trade? And for the 
ſame reaſon it is no aſtoniſhment to be told that 
Mr. Weſton has uſed every means to get rid of 
Robert Jones, to prevent his having any check 
on his conduct, or any knowledge of it: to ef- 
fett which, he has had the patience to wait for 


-a Vacancy in the four principal Salt Meters places, 
appointments under the Corporation of the city 


of London, and by them has been generally ſold at 
about 300l. The office ever having been conſi- 
dered as a ſinecure, and the work done by depu- 
ty, who likewiſe purchaſed his appointment of 
the Deputy declining in his favour, In June 
1:92, long before Mr. Weſton had any intima- 
tion that Robert Jones, the ſenior Deputy Meter, 
would come forward and diſcover the notorious 
bad conduct I have and ſhall ſtate, the place wag 
purchaſed at the high price of about gool. for 
the benefit of William Yarranton, Mr. Weſton's 
ſeryant, ſcorer, warehouſe- man, and confidential 
perſon in contriving and executing many impro- 
per practices. Was the emolument of the office 
received by him as former principals received it, 
the above obſervations might be deemed illibe- 


ral; 
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ral; but the ſaid William Yarranton (in conjunc- 
tion with Mr. Sanders, a reſpectable man, an inti- 
mate acquaintance of Mr. Weſton) aſſumes the 
authority of diſcharging Robert Jones, and the 
other Deputy Meters, ſaying that they will do 
the work themſelves, or by ſuch perſons as they 
ſhall appoint; ſo that if the principal Meter takes 
to himſelf the office of Deputy, and contrary to 
all known uſage, weighs the ſalt coming into the 
port of London, and gives his account of the 
quantity the ſhip delivers to the Office, or offi- 
cer appointed by the Commiſſioners of the Salt 
Puties, as their only criterion of the quantity : 
What will be the conſequence? William Yar- 
ranton will weigh the ſalt to his maſter, or rather 
to himſelf, he receiving the falt into his maſter's 
warehouſe, and thus render the weighing of ſalt 
a mere farce; as a proof of which, on the 5th 
of November, 1792, C aptain Henry Marwood, 
of the Cato, arrived, William Yarranton brought 
a man unſworn to act as Meter, and ſtopped the 
Deputy Meters in the diſcharge of their duty. On 
the 6th, Mr. Bill, a falt officer, brought a verbal 
order for the ſalt to be put over board into a 
lighter, without weighing. Robert Jones inſiſted 


that it ſhould not. A written order was then 
| brought 
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brought from Mr. Warren, the Collector in the 
port of London, for the ſalt to be put overho-rd 
unweighed, which order was given to Mr, Churles 
Smith, ſalt officer; and Wm. Yarranton infili. d 
that it ſhould be done, and ſaid that Mr. Weſton, 
the in porter, and Mr. Aſhton, the proprietor, 
would ſtand to the conſequences, Robe ones 
took pains to find Mr.. Warren, to explain the 
impropriety of ſuch. conduct; but not finding 
him, he wrote to him, and received threats in an- 
ſwer. Some ſalt was put out of the above ſhip 
unweighed in Robert Jones's abſence, lo deter- 
mined was Wm. Yarranton to get rid ot all check, 
as was Mr. Wairen, the Collector, to countenance 
the above molt injurious practice to the 1evenue, 
The Deputy Meters continue to deliver the ſhips 
without pay, and are under the neceſſity of eco- 
vering the ſame by legal proceedings, Two of 
the Deputy Merers have large families; Robert 
Jones may have given offence to Mr. Weſton by 
a juſt diſcharge of his cuty, which undoubtedly 
had occaſioned ſome altercation, when Mr. Weſ- 
ton, Wm. Yarranton, and the officers? conduct 
was contrary to propriety and juſtice; neverthe- 
leſs I wiil venture to ſay that Robert Jones's ho- 
neſty and integrity is ſuch as deſerves great com- 
mendation, A former deputy has long ſince 
C told 
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told me, that the part he has acted was no more 
than what his duty required, but that the influ» 
ence was too great to expect ſucceſ-; this obſer- 
vation ſeems to be a juſt one, and will be proved 
ſo by the conduct of the Commiſſioners, tut 
chiefly of thoſe officers in whom the Commiſſion» 
ers naturally confide for information, who, | be- 
lieve may, be ignorant, from the nature of their 
ſituation, and caſily deceived, having no check on 
the oſlicers, and can have little or no knowledge 
out of their office, but from them. 


Fourth Charge. 


That the Officers have taken bribes, in money 
and entertainments, to ſuffer frauds to be commit- 
ted on the revenue, may be proved by the fol- 
lowing inftances : 


Firſt Inſtance of the Fourth Charge. 


The officers received money, &c. to permit or ſuffer fraud 
to be committed on the delivery of the cargo of Captain John 
Hurdle, on the 13th of Auguſt, 1791, conſigned to Meſſrs. 

| Bowley and Co. 


Second Inſtan e of the Fourth Charge. 


The officers received money to permit or ſuffer fraud to 
be committed on the delivery of the cargo of Captain Groom, 
on the 17th of December, 1791, conſigned to Mr, Tho, Weſton. 


Fiſth 
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Fifth Charge. 


That the Officers have reported ſhips that have 
loſt ſome falt, to hav- loſt more than was loſt, 
may be proved by the following inſtances : 


Firſt Inſtance of the Fifth Charge. 
tons qrs. buf, tons qrs, buſ. 
On the «th of November, 1787, 
Captain Thomas Bennet conſigned to 
Mieſſrs. Bowley, Clarke and Co. and 


came for 605 
She made out 8 4 
Loſt only 3 6 


Re ported by the officers to have loſt 
ſo much as to be permitted to ſhip, 
duty free, 3 = - 


Whereby ſhe made out 3 
Note. — The above ſhip appears by the records to be con- 
ſigned to James Clarke, and not to Meſſrs. Bowley, Clarke 


and Co. 
Second Inſtance of the Fifth Charge. 
{ons qrs. buf. tons qrs. buf. 
On the 13th of October, 1789, 
Captain Lewis Lewis conſigned 0 


Meſſrs. Bowley and Co. and came for 100 =» » 
She made out on &$ 08 
Loſt only „ 


Reported by the officers to have loſt . 
ſo much as to be permitted to ihip, 
duty free, | 1 
Whereby ſhe made out 117 - 6 


E "EF he, + * th. ths. we. „ * — . — Vo — — - -—— > 44 —_— — 


= 


Third Inſtance of the Fifth Charge. 
tons gs. buſ. tons gre. buf, 


On the 13th of Auguſt, 1790, Capt. 
Joh» Hurdle conſigned to Meſſrs. 
Bowley and Co. and came for 15 


She made out 98 1 4 
Salt deemed foul by the officers, | 

which was good falt, and ſuch as 1s 

generally weighed to other importers 6 +» + 
Loſt only 2 6 
Reported by the officers to have 

loſt ſo much as to be permitted to ſhip, 

duty free : 31 - & 


Whereby ſhe made oat 135 1 8 


Fourth Inſtance of the Fifth Charge. 
tons gra. buſ. tons grs. buſ, 
On the 17th of March, 1791, Capt. 


John Johnſon conſigned to Meſſrs. 
Turner, Latham, Thomas Davies and 


Wm. Hopkins, and came for I41 - +» 
She made out 136 2 6 
Loſt only 4 1 4 


Reported by the officers to have loſt 
ſo much as to be permitted to ſhip, 
duty free hy 8 


Whereby ſhe made out 159 3 4 


i 
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The above four inſtances are a charge of an 
extraordinary kind, no lets in effect than by the 
officersꝰ aſſertions and talfities they ſanctioned a 
deduction of the duty on falt independent of che 
allowance for waſte) to the amount of 8651, 


Sixth Char ge. 


That hs Officers have repc oak 2 ſhip, which 
made over the quantity ſhipped, to nave !oft a 


quantity of ſalt, and may be proved as follows. 


Inſtance of the Sixth Charge. 


tons ri. buf. tons gre. buf. 


On the 13th of November, 1791, 
Capt. George Holland conſigned to 
Meſſrs. Bowley and Co. and came for __ 2. 


She made out 104 2 2 


Notwithſtanding the above ſhip made 
82 buſhels over, the officers reported 
her to have loſt ſo much ſalt as to be 
permitted to ſhip, duty free 21 1 6 


Whereby ſhe made out 1 9; 8 


The above inſtance is a tolerable proof that 
great regulation is neceſſary, in the Salt-Office ; 
for the conduct of the officer in the above tranſ- 


action is nearly ſimilar to his drawing on the re- 
venue, 


( 24 ) 


venue, ariſing frem ſalt duties, to the amount 


of 27h 


I concluded with ſaying that I had other 
charges to make at another opportunity, 


The obſervations made under the inſtances of 
each charge were not inſerted in the paper of 
charges delivered to the Commiſſioners of alt- 
Duties, but are inſerted as above, appearing to be 
the proper place to point out the nature of the 
frauds to the public, as well as the conduct of the 
officers, 


After the ſecond Board held by the Commiſ- 
ſioners from the delivery of the above complaints 
and charges to them, I reccived the following 
letter: 


« SIR, 

By order of the Commiſſioners I am to ac- 
quaint you, that they have given the ſeveral com- 
plaints ſtated by you, of negligence, ſupineneſs, 
and fraud, in the conduct of their officers in the 
port of London, in charge to them, and required 
their anſwer thereto; and by their report they 
aſſert, that ſuch accuſations are undeſerved by 
them, and unfounded, which they offer to prove; 
it therefore behoves you, and the Commiſſioners 


expect 


a= FF... 


(28: 


expect, after your having made ſuch charges 
againſt them, that you ſubſtantiate the ſame, hy 
producing affidavits of the fats, and that you 
tranſmit the ſame to the Board for their further 
conſid eration. 


(Signed) « W. B. KING.“ 
Salt-Office, 12th Dec. 1792. 


In the beginning of January, 1793, I delivered 
the following affidavits to Mr. King, to be eli- 
vered to the Commiſſioners, with the following 
letter : 


6 GENTLEMEN, 


«© The drawing up the affidavits, &c. neceſſary 
for me to comply with your requeſt, has taken 
me up much time, although I have nor been 
idle. You will find them in importance equal 
to what I have repreſented them. I am fo per- 
ſuaded of the truth of them, that it is my deter- 
mination to exert myſelf, if poſſible, to produce 
as much regulation as is required in this branch 
ot the revenue. 


&« T am ſorry that the practice of your Board is 
different to all thoſe I fit at, in not adinitting the 
paris 


[0-3 


parties, Had that been done, I ſhould have hoped 
to 11.ve ſnececded in my plan, without producing 
the ſezions conſequences you compel me to do; 
tor the demand in your letter authoriſes me to 
expec: that you proſecute the evidence for per- 
Jury, if you do not judge the perſons charged, 
guilty, 


« [f the affilavits delivered are not ſufficiently | 
ſatisf2Qtory, I have other charge. to bring for- 
ward of fimilar frauds and other miſconduct, 


« As the gentlemen of the trade and all parties 
are in 4 {cate of ſuſpenſe and inconvemence, I 
ſhall be obliged tr you for an early determination. 
I will attend you, and ſhould I come to town, in 
a few days, Iwill con Mr. King, at his office.“ 


— .. —— ——_—_——— 
AFFIDAVITS. 


To prove the Firſt Charge. 


| Lovron "Jak the Deputy Salt Meters, ac- 
To wiT. Jcepted and ſworn by the Corpo- 
ration of the city of London into the ſaid office, 


do certify, upon oath, that the Salt-officers at the 
| Cuſtom- 


, AC- 
orpo- 
office, 
t the 
Rom- 


4 
Cuſtom-Houſe in the port of London, have, ever 
ſince we have been {worn Deputy Meters, and at- 
tended to our duty as ſuch, very negligent in their 
duty as Cuſtom-1ouſle Salt fficers ; in ſo much, 
that Mr. Samuel Warren, the Colle gor, is hardly 
known to the ſaid De uty Meters, and that“ harles 
Burnet, Francis Bill, Charles Smith, Joſeph Lock, 
Henry Sedgrove, and Thomas Roland, have not 
attended the delivery of falt thips till very lately, 


except on particular occaſions. Signed be Ro» 


bert Jones, James Wilſon, John Grimes, and Rich- 
ard Betts, 3uſt of December, 1792; and iworn 
before Sanderſon, Mayor, 


SECOND CHARGE 


To prove the Firſt Injtance of the Second Charge. 


Loxpox ) We, Robert Jones and James Wil- 
ro WIr 5 ſon, two ot the [eputy Salt Meters in 
the port of London, do certity upon oath, that 
on the 5th of December, 1791, Captain Robert 


Hyder, or Tinker, conſigned to Mr. | hon:as 


Weſton, and came tor 48 tons 2 quarte s, and be- 
gan working; and that the aforeſaid Deputy 
Meters did weigh and deliver from the kid ſhip 

D 55 
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55 tons, 2 quarters, 6 buſhels, and for which the 
meterage, &c. was paid to the Deputy Me- 
ters; and the ſaid Deputy Meters do further 
certify, that Joſeph Lock and Henry Sedgrove 
attended in and about the faid ſhip as Cuſtom» 
Houſe Officers, and that Charles Burnet and Fran- 
cis Bill attended at times on ſhore; and the ſaid 
Deputy Meters do further certify, that the afore- 
ſaid officers did take or charge the duty of only 
26 buſhels of the above ſurpluſage of 276 buſhels. 
Signed the ziſt day of December, 1792, by Ro- 
bert Jones and James Wilſon ; and ſworn before 
Sanderſon, Mayor. 


To prove the Second Inſtance of the Second Charge. 


—y I, Robert Jones, one of the Deputy 
To WIT, ) Salt Meters in the port of London, do 
certify upon oath, that on the 17th of December, 


1791, Captain John Groom conſigned to Mr. 


Thomas Weſton, or to William Brooks, who paid 
the meterage, and came for 60 tons, and began 
working; and that the aforeſaid Deputy Meter 
did weigh and deliver from the ſaid ſhip 67 tons, 
1 quarter, 6 buſhels, and for which the meterage, 
&c. was paid to the Deputy Meters; and the ſaid 
Deputy Meter does further certify, that Joſeph 
| Lock 


( a 1 

Lock and Henry Sedgrove attended in and a- 
bout the ſaid ſhip as Cuſtom-Houſe Officers, 
and that Charles. Burnet attended at times on 
ſhore; and the ſaid Deputy Meter does further 
certify, that the aforeſaid officers did take or 
charge the duty of only 12 buthels of the above 
ſurpluſage of 284 buſhels. Signed the 31ſt of 
December, 1792, by Kobert Jones; and ſworn 
before Sanderſon, Mayor, 


To prove the Third Inſtance of the Second Charge. 


LoxpoN I, James Wilſon, one of the Deputy 
ro wir. ) Salt Meters in the port of London, 
do certify upon oath, that on the zoth of Janu- 
ary, 1792, Captain Mackay conſigned to Mr. 
Thomas Weſton, or William Brooks, who paid 
the meterage, and came for 40 tons, and began 
working; and that the ſaid Deputy Meter did 
weigh and deliver out of the ſaid ſhip 49 tons 
2 buſhels, and for which the meterage, &c. was 
paid to the Depury Meters; and the ſaid Deputy 
Meter does further certify, that Joſeph Lock at- 
tended in and about the ſaid ſhip as Cuſtom» 
Houle Officer; and the ſaid Deputy Meter does 
further certify, that the aforeſaid officer did take 
or charge the duty of only 10 buſhels of the 

D 2 above 
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| above ſurpluſage of 362 buſhels Signed by 
| | James Wilſon, the 3 ſt of De.ember, 1792; and 
| ſworn before Sanderſon, Mayor, 


Pr > 


THIRD CHARGE. 
To prove the Tirſt In dance of the Third Charge. 


Loxpovy } We, Robert Jones and James Wilſon, 
TO Wr. wo of the Deputy Salt Meters in 
the port of London, do certity upon oath, that 
on the th of Augult, 786, + aptain John Tur- 
ner conſigned to Mr. Thomas Weſton, and came 
for 200 tons, and began working; and that the 
{aid Ne puty & eters did weigh and deliver from 
the ſaid ſhip 202 tons, 1 quarter, 8 buſhels, and 
for which the meterage, &c, was paid to the De- 
puty Meters, and no more, The ſaid Deputy 
Meters do fuither certify, that they did weigh 
and deliver out of the ſaid ſhip 5 tons over and 
above the above quantity of 202 tons, 1 quar- 
ter, 8 buſhels, and tor which they received no 
meterage, The ſaid Deputy Meters do further 
certify, that no Cuſtom-Houſe Officer attended 
the delivery of tne ſaid ſhip. Signed by Robert 
Jones and James Wilſon, the 21ſt of December, 
1792; and ſworn before Sanderſon, Mayor. 
Lox pov 
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Lox pon ö T the underſigned, part of the Com- 
ro WT.) pany of Fe.lowſhip Porters in the city 
of London, do certity on oath, that on or about 
the latter end of -uguit, or the beginning of 
September, 1 86, I did, in company with ſeveral 
other porters of the ſaid ompany, carry from 
Captain John Turner's ſhip, into Mr. Thomas 
Weſton's ſalt warehouſe in Lower I hames ſtreet, 
a quantity of fait amounting in the whole to 


about 5 tons, and, contrary to the general cuſtom 


of receiving our pay or porterage ſrom-the De- 
puty Meters, at the place called the Pay-Office, 
did receive our porterage from ſome perſon ap- 
pointed in the ſaid warehouſe to pay us. Signed 
by Harry Waller, the zuſt of December, 17923 ; 
and {worn before anderſon, Mayor. 


To prove the Second Inſtance of the Third Charge. 


LoxDon ) J, Robert Jones, one of the Deputy 
TO WIT Salt Meters in the port of London, 
do certify upon cath, that in the month of No- 
vember. 1759, Captain Trannha conſigned to Mr. 
Samuel Warren. Collector of the Salt Duties, or 


to Mr. Thomas Weſton, who paid the meterage, 


and came for 40 tons 2 quarters; and that the 
ſaid Leputy Meter did weigh and deliver from 
the 
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the ſid ſhip 43 tons, 1 quarter, 2 buſhels, but 
was paid meterage for only 40 tons, 1 quarter, 8 
buſhels, and that the Deputy Meteis received for 
no more. The ſaid Deputy Meter does further 
certify, that no Cuſtom-Houſe Officer attended 
the delivery of the ſaid ſhip. Signed by Robert 
Jones, the 3it of December, 1792. Sworn be- 
fore Sanderſon, Mayor, 


Loxpox ö We the underſigned part of the Com- 
To wir. ) pany of Fellowſhip Porters in the 
city of London, do certify upon oath, that in the 
month of November, 1789, we did, in company 
with ſeveral other porters of the ſaid Company, 
carry from Captain Trannha's ſhip, into Mr, 
Thos. Weſton's {alt warehouſe, in Lower Thames. 
ſtreet, a quantity of ſalt, amounting in the whole 
to about 2 tons, 3 quarters, 2 buſhels; and, con- 
trary to the general cuſtom of receiving our pay 
for porterage from the Deputy Meters, at the 
place called the Pay-Office, did receive our por- 
terage from ſome perſon appointed in the faid 
warchuuſe to pay us. Signed the 31ſt of Decem- 
ber, 1792, by Harry Walker and Soal Chriſtmas ; 
and ſworn before Sanderſon, Mayor, 


To 


( 33 ) 
To preve the Third Inſtance of the Third Charge. 


Loxpon ? I, Robert Jones, one of the Deputy 
TO wir. J Salt Meters in the port of Londons 
do certify upon oath, that on the 4th of Febru- 
ary, 1790, Captain Atkinſon conſigned to Mr, 
Thomas Weſton, and came for 2:6 tons, 2 quar- 
ters, 7 buſhels, and began working; and that 
the ſaid Deputy Meter, aſſiſted at times by Rich- 


ard Scott, one of the then Deputy Salt Meters, 


but ſince deceaſed, and likewiſe afli:icd at times 
by James Colins, one of the then Deputy Salt 
Meters, but ſince ſold out, did weigh and deliver 
from the ſaid ſhip 218 tons, 2 quarters, 2 buſhels, 
and for which the meterage, &c. was paid to the 
Deputy Meters, and no more. The ſaid Deputy 
Salt Meter doth further certify, that he did, joint- 
ly with the aſſiſtance of the above-mentioned 
two Deputy Meters, weigh and deliver out of 
the ſaid ſhip 6 tons of ſalt over and above the 
quantity of 218 tons, 2 quarters, 2 buſhels, and 
for which the Deputy Meters reccived no meter- 
age. The ſaid Deputy Meter doih further cer- 
tify, that no Cuſtom-Houſe officer attended the 
delivery of the faid ſhip. Signed Robert Jones, 

| the 
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| the ziſt of December, 1792. Sworn before San- 
derſon, Mayor, 


Lox pov) We, the underſigned, part of the 
TO Wir Company of tel:;owſhip Porters in the 
city of London, do certify upon oath, that in the 
month of February, 1790, we did, in company 
with ſeveral other ; .orters of the ſai Company, 
ca:ry from Captain Atkinſon's ſhip, into Mr. 
Thomas Weſton's ſalt warehouſe, at Griffin's 
Wharf, in the borough of Southw rk, a quantity 
of ſalt, amounting in the whole to about 6 tons; 
and, contrary to the general cuſtom of receiv- 
| ing our pay for poiterage from the Deputy 
| || Meters, at the place, called the Pay-Office, did 
k 


receive our porterage from ſome perſon appoint- 
ed in the ſaid warchouſe to pay us. Signed the 


| | 31ſt of December, 1792, by Henry Walker, John 
Stanton, and Soal Chriſtmas, Sworn before San- 
| | derſon, Mayor, 


FOURTH 


— M?—ü— OO CICI® ao. —. 


( 36 ) 
FOURTH CHARGE; 
fo prove the Firſt Inſtance of the Fourth Charge. 
Loxpow } We, Robert Jones and James Wil. 
To wir. & ſon, two of the Deputy Salt Meters 
in the port of London, do ſeverally certify upon 
oath, that either on the 1 gth or 20th day of Au- 


guſt, 1790, after having delivered Captain John 
Hurdle's ſhip, configned to Meſſrs. Bowley, Clark; 


and Co the delivery of which ſhip Joſeph Lock 


attended as Cuſtom-Houſe Officer. The faid 
Robert Jones doth further certify, that at the fign 
of the Blue Anchor on st. Mary Hill, on one of 


the above-mentioned days, that Joſeph Lock did 


requeſt of Mr. William Bowley the gratuity of 
ten guineas, for favours done on account of che 
above ſhip; and the faid Robert Jones doth fut- 
ther certify, that the ſaid Mr William Bowley did 
tell the ſaid Joſeph Lock that he ſhould look in 
a pot in one corner of the room, which the ſaid 
Joſeph Lock did, and found ſome money in 
a brown paper, which Joſeph Lock ſaid was 
only three guineas, and too little for the favour 
he had done; and that the ſaid William Bow- 
ley urged as a plea that it was enough, having 
given the ſame for a ſhip before, and parti- 

E. cularly 
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cularly ſo on account of the large bill of expence 
of cntertainments in the ſaid houſe, and on ac- 
count of the ſaid buſineſs, he the ſaid William 


Bowley had to pay, amounting to the ſum of 


III. 5s. but that the ſaid William Bowley ſaid to 


the ſaid Joſeph Lock, go to my father, George 
Bowley, and he will give you another guinea, 


The ſaid Robert Jones doth further certify, 
that the ſaid Joſeph Lock hath ſeveral times ſince 
that time declared to the ſaid Robert Jones, that 
the moncy he had received as above-mentioned, 
was too little for the favour done Meſſrs. Bow- 
ley and Co. they being gainers of between two 
and three hundred pounds by that tranſaction, 


James Wilſon doth further certify, that on 


either the 19th or 2oth day of Auguſt, 1790, 
above-mentioned, at the Blue Anchor on St. 
Mary Hill, he ſaw Joſeph Lock go to the pot in 
the corner of the room ; and that the ſaid Joſeph 
Lock told him, James Wilſon, that he had re- 
ceived three guineas from the ſaid pot, Signed 
the 31ſt of December, 1792, by Robert Jones 
and James Wilſon, Sworn before Sanderſon, 
Mayor, 


To 
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To prove the Second Inſtance of the Fourth Charge, 


LoxDdun I, Robert Jones, one of the Deputy 
To wir. 5 Salt Meters in the port of london, 
do certify upon oath, that on the day of delivery 


of the whole cargo brought by Captain Groom 
on the 17th of December, 1791, and conſigned 


to Mr. Thomas Weſton, or William Brooks; 
that at the door of the Gun Tavern, at Billingſ- 


gate, the ſaid William Brooks gave ſomething 


to Joſeph Lock and Henry Sedgrove, Cuſtom- 
Houſe Salt Officers, and William Yarranton, Mr. 
Weſton's ſcore-keeper. The ſaid Robert Jones 
doth further certify, that ſince the above time, the 
ſaid William Brooks, proprietor of the Ifle of 
Grain falt works, hath declared to the ſaid Ro- 
bert Jones, that on account of favours done in 
the above mentioned Captain Groom's falt ſhip, 
he had given to Joſeph Lock four guineas, to 


Henry Sedgrove four guineas, to Charles Burnet 


two guineas, and to William Yarranton three 
guineas, for ſuffering four tons of ſalt to go down 


the river in a barge, unknown to Mr. Weſton, 


Signed the 3 ſt of December, 1792, by Robert 


Jones. Sworn before Sanderſon, Mayor. 


E 2 | FIFTH 
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FIFTH CHARGE. 
To prove the Firſt Inſtance of the Fifth Charge. 


Loxpon )? Robert Jones, and the other De- 
TO W11 5 puty Salt Meters, do certify from 
their book, that on the ↄth of November, 787, 
Captain Thomas Bennet conſigned to Metlrs. 
Bowley *, Clark, and Co. and came for bo tons; 
and that from the ſaid book it appears, that the 
Deputy Salt Meters did weigh and deliver 59 tons 
4 buſhels from the ſaid ſhip, and for which the 
meterage was paid one ton ſhort of 60, according 
to cuſtom ; but that the Culiom-Houſe Salt ( ffi- 
cers who attended the ſaid ſhip, did report the 
faid ſhip to have loſt a conſiderable quantity of ſalt, 
in ſo much, that from the records of the quarter 
ſeſſions, held for. the county. of Middleſex, at 
Clerkenwell, it appears, that in April ſeſſions, 
1788, that James Clark, of St. Leonard, Shore- 
ditch, did prove at the ſaid ſeſſions, in conformi- 


of 
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* Application was made by Mr. James Clark on the above; 
and Mr. Bowley has ſaid he was not concerned in Captain 


Bennet's ſhip. 
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ty to the act made for that purpoſe, that the 
Polly Captain Thomas Bennet, from Liverpool, 
the ;th of November, :787, did loſe ſo much 
ſalt, as to be allowed duty free the quantity of 
1129 buſhels, according to the act or acts made 
for that purpoſe. Signed the 3 iſt of December, 
1792, by Robert Jones, James Wilſon, John 
Grimes, and Richard Betts. Taken before San- 
— RES: Ve 


To prove the Second Inſtance of the Fifth Charge. 


Loxpon ) Robert Jones, and the other Deputy 
TO WIT 5 Salt Meters do certify from their 
book, that on the 13th of October, 1789, Captain 
Lewis Lewis conligned to Meſlrs. Bowley, Clark, 
and Co. and came for 100 tons; and that from 
the ſaid book it appears that the Deputy Salt 
Meters did weigh and deliver 93 tons, 2 quarters, 
2 buſhels from the ſaid ſhip, and that meter- 
age was paid for the ſame ; but that the Cuſtom- 
Houſe Salt Officers who attended the ſaid ſhip, 
did report the ſaid ſhip to have loſt ſo much falt, 
as appears from the records of the ſeſſions of the 
city of London, that 944 buſhels were allowed 
to be the loſs of the ſaid ſhip, independent of 

2x | the 
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the allowance for waſte, and to be ſhipp'd duty 
free, according to the act or acts made for that 
purpoſe. Signed, the 31ſt of December, 1792, 
by Kobert Jones, James Wilſon, John Grimes, 
and Richard Betts, Taken before Sanderſon, 
Mayor, 


To prove the Third Inſtance of the Fifth Charge, 


Lox ox ) Robert Jones and James Wilſon, 
ro WIT, two of the iDeputy Salt Meters in 
the port of London, do certify upon oath, that 
on the 13th day of Auguſt, 1790, Captain John 
Hurdle conſigned to Meſſrs. Bowley, Clark, and 
Co. came for 10g tons, and began working; and 
that the ſaid Deputy Meters did weigh and de- 
liver out of the ſaid ſhip 98 tons, 1 quarter, 4 
buſhels, and for which they received the meter- 
age, &c. and that full 6 tons oi fait over and above 
the ſaid quantity of 98 tons, 1 quarter, 4 buſhels, 
which the officer, Joſeph Lock, who attended the 
ſaid ſhip, deemed to be foul, and was ſent out of 
the ſhip from different heaps ; but it was really 
good falt, and ſuch as is generally weighed to 
other importers. The above 6 tons is computed 
to be leſs than the quantity by the Deputy Me- 

ters, 
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ters, and eſpecially as the ſaid Deputy Meters dif 
covered, in ſome period of their weighirg the ſhip, 
a weight of 141b. in the ſalt balance bag. The 
ſaid Deputy Meters do further certify, that the 
ſaid Cuſtom-Houſe Officer, Joſeph Lock, did in- 
form them that he ſhould report the ſaid ſhip to 
have made out only 73 tons, 3 quarters, 6 buſh: ls, 
Signed, the 31ſt of December, 1792, by Robert 
Jones, and James Wilſon ; and ſworn before San- 
derſon, Mayor, 


It appears moreover, from the records of the 
ſeſſions of the city of London, that from applica- 
tion made there in conformity to the act made to 
recover the duty on ſalt loſt at fea, &c. that 1244 
buſhels were allowed to be the loſs of the ſaid ſhip, 
independent of the allowance for waſte, and to be 
ſnippꝰd duty free, according to the act or acts 
made for that purpoſe, 


To prove the Fourth Inſtance of the Fifth Charge. 


Lonpox 2 I, James Wilſon, one of the Deputy 
To wir. J Salt Meters in the port of London, do 
certify upon oath, that on the 17th of March, 1791, 
Captain John Johnſon, conſigned to Meſſrs. Lath- 

am 
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2m and Co. and cam for 141 tons, and began 
working; and that the ſaid Deputy Meter did 
weigh and deliver out of the ſaid ſhip 136 tons 
8 buſhels, and received meterage, &c. for the ſame 
and that Joſeph Lock attended the ſaid ſhip as 
Cuſtom-Houſe Salt Officer; and the ſaid Deputy 
Meter doth further certify, that the ſaid Joſeph 
Lock informed him; that he ſhould report the ſaid 
ſhip to have loſt 23 tons 8 buſhels, independent 
of the allowarce for waſte; and that he, Joſeph 
Lock, ſaid that allowance - ſhould be made for tome 
falt that was wet. Signed, the 3 iſt of Decen ber, 
1792, by James Wilſon; Sworn before Sanderfonz 
Mayor. 


It appears moreover, from the records of the 
ſeſſions of the city of London, that from applicati- 
on made there, in conformity to the act made to 
recover the duty on falt loſt at ſea, &c that 928 
buſhels were allowed to be the loſs of the ſaid 
ſhip, independent of the allowance for waſte, and 
to be ſhipp'd duty free, according to the act or 
acts made tor that purpoſe, 


To 


—_ 
To prove the Sixth C barge. 


Lowpo I, John Grimes, one of the Deputy 
To wir. 3 Salt Meters in the port of London, 
do certify, upon oath, that on the 15th of No- 
vember, 1791, Capt. George Holland confined 
to Meſſrs. Bowley, Clarke and Co. and came for 
102 tons, 2 quarters, and began working, and 
that the ſaid Deputy Meter did weigh and de- 
liver out of the ſaid ſhip, 104 tons, 2 quarters, 
2 buſhels, and received meterage for the lame ; 
and that Charles Burnet, Joſeph Lock, and Henry 
Sedgrove attended as cuſtom houſe fait officers, 
and the ſaid Deputy Meter doth further certify 
that Joſeph I ock, one of the ſaid officers, told 
him, that he ſhould report the ſaid ſhip to have 
made out 82 tons, 2 quarters only. Signed 3ſt 
December, 1792, by John Grimes, and ſworn 
before Sanderſon, Mayor. ä 


It appears moreover from the records of the 


ſeſſions of the city of London, that from appli- 
cation made there in conformity to the Act made 
to recover the duty on falt loſt at ſea, &c. that 
856 buſhels were allowed to be the loſs of the 
faid ſhip, independent of the al owance for waſte, 
and to be ſhipped duty free, according to the Act 


or Acts made for that purpole, 
F | Being 
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Being well aſſured that the gentlemen alt im- 
porters in London, under the denomination of 
the White Chapel Company, had not partaken of 
benefit from frauds, but on the contrary had re- 
ceived much injury therefrom, they trading 
chiefly in marine ſalt, and knowing that the pro- 
prietors of marine ſalt works were diſheartened 
and giving up their works without hopes of ob- 
taining any redreſs, I did not communicate my 
proceedings to them until I was ready to preſent 
the affidavits to the Commiſſioners. Then | 1n- 
formed the above gentlemen of what I had done, 
and of my further intentions; who recommended 
the calling a mceting of ſalt importers and pro- 
prietors, which was appointed to be held on the 
23d of January laſt, which was attended by about 
fourtcen gentlemen, to whom I ſtated my pro- 
ceedings, and the neceſſity of regulation : Reading 
thoſe examples I could prove from the records of 
the ſeſſions, when the gentlemen who happened 
to be noticed by thoſe ſelected examples, com- 
_ plained, on the principle that others not men- 
tioned were equally culpable, which meeting was 
adjourned to the 25th, at which ſecond meeting 
nearly the ſame gentlemen attended, and 1 ſatis- 
fied the parties complaining at the former meet» 


ing, 
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ing, by reading all the records I had obtained, 
which included nearly all preſent, except the 
White-Chapel Company, and which records are 
as follow: 


tons gi. buſ. tons grs. buf 
On the 7th and 8th of October, 


1786, Captnin Rudolf conſigned to 


Wm. Holmes, and came for 76 3 « 
She made out 1 
Loſt only 838 


Reported by the officers to have loſt 
ſo much as to be permitted to ſhip du- 
ty free, di 86 
Whereby ſhe made out 3 


| tons qrs, buf. tons grs.buſ, 
On the 22d of October, 1786, Capt. 


Robert M*Elroy conſigned to Mr, 


Thomas Weſton, and came for 2 
She made out „ 
A drum head of 4 tons was carried | 

to Mr. Weſton's warehouſe, 4 = = 


Reported by the officers to have loſt 
ſo much as to be permitted to ſhip, 
duty free, & A 


Whereby ſhe made out, 91 
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tens grs. buf. tens re. Ss. 
On the 28th of Nov. 1786, Capt. * 


John Jubb conſigned to Wm. Holmes, 


and came for 131 + » 
She made out . 
Loſt only 1 


Reported by the officers to have loſt 
ſo much as to be permitted to ſhip, du- 
to free 14 2 8 


Whereby ſhe made out | 134 1 2 


tons qrs. buſ. tons qre.buf* 


On the 13th of Nov. 1791, Capt. 
Thomas Parker conſigned to Meſſrs. 
Turner, Latham and Davies, and 


came for hn» = 
She made out | = K.. 
Loſt only 4 2 2 


Reported by the officers to have loſt 
ſo much as to be permitted to ſhip, du- 


ty free, 3 383 * 
Whereby ſhe made out 68 8 


As Mr. Weſton has the ſingular indulgence of 
referring to the reports of Meters and others, 
and thereby obtains every information of the ad- 
vantages and diſadvantages of other importers, 
and was accuſtomed to communicate any little 

gain 


C3 

gain my relation might receive, to Mr P. ohe, the 
Colle or, at her works, as 1 have befor» ft.ted; 
one of the gentlemen of the Ihames- ſtreet Com- 
pany, of which Mr Weſton has the chief manage- 
meat, accuſed me of having acted in a ſimilar 
fraudulent manner in behalf of my relation, I 
informed the gentlemen that the charge gave 
me much ſatisfaction, becauſe I had iron thence 
an opportunity of explaining my conduct on that 
occaſi\n. [I then {tated that in the year 1785, a 
{ſhip with falt, from my rclation's works, had 
bad weather at ſea, and ſprung a leak, whereby 
ſalt was ſyppoled to be loſt ; and, as it has 
been the cuiom of her agents, in ſuch caſes, 
to requeſt an officer to attend the delivery, 
that he might prove the real loſs ſultained, with a 
view of recovering the quantity to be ſhipped, 
duty free, that was proved to be loſt, deducting 
the allowance for waſte ; the lots turned out to 
be ſo great as to admit of a juit appiication. In 
a ſhort time after my relation's agent in on- 
don informed me that he had ſeteled that bufi- 
neſs without expence or loſs to my relation; I 
immediately returned an anſwer of di{pleature at 
the proceeding, and defired that nothing of ihe 
kind ſhould be repeated; for although I Knew 

| | it 
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it was a practice of other importers, yet the bad 
conduct of others did not juſtify it in ourſewes, 
and that I might hear no more of it; but ſince I 
have found the neceſſity of coming thus forward, 
I deſired to be informed of the circumſtance by 
letter which explained my conduct as above re- 
lated ; which letter is in very good hands. It 
may not be improper to mention now, that ſtat- 
ing the above to Mr. King, the Secretary at the 
Salt-Office, he obſerved, that he believed it was 
a general practice not to deduct the allowance 
for waſte from the loſs, notwithſtanding it 1s 
contrary to the intent, and expreſs words of 
the act. — 


Much converſation took place at the above 
meeting, and particularly, ſpeaking of the con- 
duct and character of Robert Jones, a gentleman, 
one of the Thames-ftreet Company of Salt Im- 
porters, ſaid, that it was abfolutely neceſſary for 
him to be diſcharged from his office, for his in- 
ſolence and behaviour to Mr. Weſton, by the op- 
poſition he had given to him; which was ſup- 
ported by another perſon preſent, in words of the 
ſame import, with this additional obſervation : 
that the ſalt trade was a pretty one, but that if 


my 


WS 


my regulations took place it would be ſpoiled. 
After which it was moved that, a committee 
ſhould be appointed of the ſalt importers in Lon- 
don, to conſider if any, and what regulations were 
neceſſary to be made in the trade, which was 
carried in the negative by ſeven againſt three; 
after obſerving that this was the vote of the im- 
porters, not of the proprietors, it is almoſt need- 
leſs to mention that the ſeven gentlemen who 
voted againſt appointing a committee, are all 


charged with receiving great gain from the prac- 
tices here complained of, 


It was then moved and carried, that a commit- 
tee ſhould be appointed of the proprietors of ſalt 
works for the above purpoſes, and make ſuch ap- 
plication to the Commiſſioners of the Salt Du- 
ties as they ſhall think proper, which committee 
proceeded to requeſt Mr. Vanderſtegen to apply 
to the Board of Salt Commiſſioners, reſpecting 
the complaints and affidavits delivered to them 
on the 8th inſtant, againſt the ſalt officers in the 


port of London, for various frauds, and omiſſion 
of duty. 


Although nothing was communicated to me 
from the Salt-Office, I was not without informa- 
g tion 
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tion of oreat pains taken jointly with the officers 
and importers, who had been benefited by ſuch 
fraudulent practices, to prevent an inveſtigation; 
and, for that purpoſe, endeavoured to invalidate the 
evidence ot Robeit Jones and the Deputy Meters, 
and to eſtabliſh the principle, that reſentment has 
been the occaſion of the complaints ; but there 
is not any perſon at all concerned with the falt 
trade. not even as common porters, but mult ac- 
knowledge that great frauds are committed ; 
and no one of the above deſcription will be bold 
enough to come forward and ſay, that the com- 
plaints are not true; as to the officers, they have 
Ceclared that a tenth part of the bad practices are 
not known, and it muſt appear to the reader at 
ſ:1}t lig' t, that the motive of this enquiry was to 
aſc: rtain the cauſe wherefore that profit could 
not be obtained from the trade which it had al- 
ways regularly afforded, before ſuch abuſes had 
gradually crept in, 


Being informed that a Board of the Commiſ- 
ſioners was to be held on the 2gth of January, I 
attended, according to the requeſt of the com- 
mittce, but no admittance being granted me I de- 
fired the Secretary to inform the Commiſſioners 

that 


„ 


— 
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that I was appointed by a committee of falt pro- 
prietors to wait on them, and beg of them to in- 
form me of their proceedings in reſpect to the 
complaints made againſt their officers, and that 
they would be ſo obliging as to acquaint me with 
their determination, that I might lay the lame 
before the committee To which the Secretary 
delivered the following anſwer : 


4e That they ſhould do their duty in inveſti: 


| pating the bulineſs, and that they ſhould after- 


wards take ſuch ſteps as they ſhould think proper.“ 


F rom the little converſation l had with the 


Secretary, I found that the officers accuſed had 


made many affidavits, and that the Commiſſioners 
ſeemed inclined to give greater credit to thoſe of 
the officers, accuſed of d-frauding the revenue, 
than to the affidavits of thoſe, whoſe object muſt 
tend to promote juſtice, and that the records of 
the city ot London and county of Middleſex, as 
well as the accounts of delivery by the Deputy 
Meters, appeared, if not forgotten, not to have 
been taken at all into the conſideration. Not 
long aiter the above application by me to the 
Commiſſioners, I was infotmed, that two of the 

ſalt 

G 
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ſalt officers, Henry Sedgrove and Joſeph Lock, 
charged with the higheſt degree of offences were 


promoted, and continue to hold their appoint- 
ments to this day. 


The officer under the denomination of the Col- 


| lector of the Salt Duties, is undoubtedly the ſus 
perior, and on whoſe attention to the conduct of 


the inferior officers, the Commiſſioners may be 
conſidered to depend, Mr, Samuel Warren, the 
officer of this ſuperior deſcription, is a gentleman 
well ſpoken of, and in whom, Mr. King, the Se- 
cretary at the Salt-Office ſaid, the Commiſſioners 
placed great confidence ; but his not being 


known to the Deputy Salt-Meters, who are al- 


ways employed to deliver all ſhips, and the many 
notorious offences ſtated as above, and proved by 
undeniable evidence to have been committed by 
the inferior officers, which, if done without the 
Collector's knowledge, does not entitle him to 
this great confidence for the diſcharge of his du- 
ty; but if it can be ſuppoſed that he had the 
leaſt ſuſpicion or intimation of them, I ſhall leave 
all perſons to form their opinion of his conduct. 
Since I have made complaint againſt the conduct 
of the officers, and imagine that I have proved the 

charges, 


Ca i 


charges, knowing that the evidence would have 
been deemed ſufficient to convict in a Court of 
Juſtice, new, or rather additional officers, have 
been appointed ; and as the principles of the old 
ones ſtand ſo high in reputation, the additional 
ones are chiefly friends or relations of them And 
as the Collector may be deemed the reſponſible 
officer, it they are not appointed by his recom- 
mendation, it is natural to ſuppoſe that he had no 
diſapprobation. As the Meters, the ollicers ap · 
pointed by the Corporation of the city of London, 
appear to be in ſome degree under the inſpection 
ot the Collector in the port of London, I thall 
defer my obſervations reſpe ding them, until J 
have finiſhed with the Collectors of the Salt Du- 
ties. I am authorized to ſay, and am in poſſeſſion 
of proofs, that a proprietor of a ſalt work did give 
information at the Salt Office, that the Collector 
of the Duties on Salt at his works, did offer him 
the large ſum of five hundred pounds a year, if 
he would ſuffer him to manage the duties on his 
ſalt in a manner he ſtated, &c. Is it not natural 
to ſuppoſe, that ſuch an information would have 
been received by the Commiſſioners and officers 
with civility, at leaſt? But extraordinary as it 
may appear, I am in rmed that the proprietor 
G 2 WAS 
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was not reſpeQfully treated at the Salt-Office, 1 
will not j reſume to ſay by the Commiſſioners z 
they are not accuſtomed to be nnn by any 
out of office. 


I will now return to my obſervations on the 
Principal and Deputy Salt Meters appointed by 
the Corporation of the city of London: as to 
whom the reader will recollect that it has already 
been ſaid, that the Principal Salt Meter's place, 
though purchaſcd of the Corporation of the city, 
has ever been conſidered as a ſinecure, and De- 
puties have been appointed to do the work, who 
likewiſe have been accuſtomed to purchaſe the 
refignation of their predeceſſors, on condition of 
their obtaining their appointments, and being 
{worn into the office of Deputy Salt Meters, at 
the cuſtomary office in the Corporation. Per- 
haps it may be too bold to aſſert, that Mr. Weſ- 
ton may be ſuſpected of having long planned the 
removal of Robert Jones, and the other Deputy 
Meters, on account of their having not only no- 
ticed, but in ſome degree checked the uncon- 
trouled liberties he has been indulged with ; yet, 
taking all things into conſideration, it may be no 
great offence to common ſenſe to believe it, and 

eſpecially 
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eſpecially when facts are truly and faithfully 
fated. | 


The duty of the office of the Meters in the 
port of London, always dene by deputy,is firſt to 
receive the permit rom the Cocquet Office in the 
city, to weigh and deliver the number of buſhels of 
ſalt ſpecified in the permit, from the ſhip named, 
being the quantity certified to be ſhipped on 
board the ſaid ſhip at the works from which the 
ſalt came; for which labour the Deputy Meters 
demand a certain pay for themſelves, the prin- 
cipals, and porters. It is the duty of the ſalt 
offi ers to attend, and ſeize all above the quantity 
ſpe ified in the permit, in order that no ſalt ſhall 
be brought into port without paying the duty. 
The Meters, from their employment, baving an 
opportunity of obſerving much that paſſes, and. 
of perceiving the neglect of the oflicers and the 
countenance they give to frauds, might be a check 
to them ; yet as they have not the power of ſeiz- 
ing any ſur pluſage, if no credit is given to any 
information they may give, it is not to be ex- 
pected but that they will eventually connive at, if 
not actually join in the evil practices. If it is allow- 
ed that this may happen, I conſider the proofs I have 
produced of officers reporting ſhips to have loſt 
a fourth or fifth part of the cargo, when little 

: or 
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or none has been loſt, it will be clear that the 
receipt of the duty on ſalt may be leſſened, 
and the revenue greatly injured; that the duty 
inſtead of producing a nett gl. 5s. per ton, may 
be, as it has been, reduced as much as from 5s, 
to 455. per ton, and that this advantage may be 
given te any individual, at the pleaſure of the 
officer and Meter. Therefore the ſervant to any 
importer of ſalt in London cannot be eligible to 
weigh the ſalt to his maſter; and I will ſay, that 
no man, who has only a reſpect to decency, and 
who only pretends to approve what is right, will 
preſume to aſſert that he is. But ſuch is the ad- 
dreſs of Mr, Weſton, as an importer of ſalt into 
London, that he has not only contrived for Wm. 
Yarranton, his ſervant, his ſcorer and his ware- 
houſeman, to purchaſe the Principal Salt Meter's 
place, at treble the uſual price given for it, but ta 
aſſume the right (contrary to the cuſtom of the 
Principals being ſine cures) of acting as a Deputy, 
and weighing the ſalt to his maſter, and even not 
only to order, but to put ſalt out of the ſhip, by 
ſailors or others without being weighed at all: 1 
will beg to refer the reader to the inſtance of the 
ſhip Cato, Captain Marwood, as ſtated in page 193 
and what is ſtill more extraordinary, to diſcharge 


officers who oppoſe his conduct, without an accu- 
ſation 
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ſation of bad practice. Mr. Warren, the Col- 
lector, not only ſancticns the above injurious 
conduct to the revenue, but threatens reſentment 
to thoſe who oppoie it. And as a further inſtance 
of the precarious receipt of the reyenue on ſalt, 
I will ſtate a circumſtance reſpeQting the certificate 
of a ſhip loaded from Mr. Aſhton's works, in the 
neiglibourhood of Liverpool. 


On Friday, the 22d of March, 1793, the ſhip 
Ann arrived from Mr. Aſhton's works, cleared 
there in the name of Higgins, entered in Lon- 
don by the name of Hutchinſon, Since Wm, 
Yarranton has aſſumed, under the character and 
authoricy of a Principal Meter, to diſcharge or 
diſpence with the duty of a Deputy, he, with 
the influence of Mr. Weſton his maſter, has in- 
terrupted the hitherto univerſal practice of the 
permit being ſent to the Deputy Meters to weigh 
the ſalt, by which that check on his conduct is 
done away; however, as an officer attends ſince 
my complaints have been made to the Commiſ- 
fioners, the permit is not always witaheld from 
them, conſequently the Deputy Meters, who da 
not acquieſce in the Principal, Wm. Yarranton's 


right to diſcharge them, and continuing to de.iver 
{alt 
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falt ſhips, get with difficulty at the quantity, The 
permit expreſſes this ſhip to be cleared and laden 
with 182 tons; 6 uſhels. By the appearance of 
the ſhip, the officers and Meters were confident 
ſhe had much more on board than was expreſſed by 
the « eitificace, and had likewiſe learnt from the ſai- 
lors that a conſiderable quantity was put on board, 
of which there was no certificate, and that ſeveral 
tons of ſalt were left in a flat likewiſe to be car- 
ricd any where. From the above ſuſpicion and 
information I had notice of it, and being fortu- 
nately juſt come to town on the 25th, I proceed- 
ed to make immediate enquiry, and ſent for the 
officer who attended the ſhip, who aſſured me 
thar he was certain there was more ſalt in the 
ſhip than the permit mentioned, and ſaid that 
the ſhip arrived on Friday the 22d of March laſt, 
and that William Yarranton, the Principal Me- 
ter, Mr. Weiton's warehouſeman, &c. informed 
him and the Deputy Meter, that the ſhip would 
not be worked until the Monday, on account 
ot the variety of other goods upon the ſalt, On 
my aſking the officer when he went on board 
the ſhip, he {aid on the morning of Saturday the 
23d, when he found that the preceding evening 
a quantity of ſalt had been put out of the ſhip 

into 
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into a lighter, without his or the Deputy Meter's 
knowledge, and without being weighed, and that 
the lighter was at one of the quays, and that 
William Yarranton had the key of the lighter 
in his pocket, The officer weighed upwards of 
30 tons out of this lighter, but would not admit 
of any foul ſalt, which William Yarranton made 
ſo with a view of its being allowed without duty. 
T aſked him, as he was ſure there was more ſalt 
in the ſhip than the permit expreſſed, if he would 
do his duty, and ſeize it. His reply was, that 
Mr. Weſton would get an order from the Com- 
miſſioners to have the ſurpius delivered to him, 
for he had whatever he aſked for granted, and 
did as he pleaſed ; and he ſaid further, that he 
knew what he ought to do, but if he offended 
Mr. Weſton, it would be as much as his place 
was worth, I then aſked him, if he was afraid : 
he ſaid he was afraid of the conſequences. It 
was then for me to conſider how to act: I firſt 
ſent to aſk the officer, if the putting two Cuſtom- 
Houſe Cfficers on board would be difagreeable 
to him: he ſaid it would, on the contrary, be a 
fatisfation. Conſequently the officers went on 
board, and the delivery of the whole ſhip was 
kept back many days; it may be ſuppoſed, to 

H give 
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give time for an additional certificate to be ſent 
from Mr. Aſhton's works, or for an order for 
the ſalt to be delvered, 


However, the two Cuſtom-Houſe Officers were 
ſent from the ſhip before ſhe was delivered of all 
the ſalt, all of which was, by order or otherwiſe, 
delivered to Mr. Weſton, notwithſtanding that 
inſtead of 182 tons, 6 buſhels, ſhe made. out 213 
tons, 3 quarters; which, beſide the value of the 
ſalt, would have defrauded the revenue of up- 
wards of 2861, which fraud, no donbt, would 
have been accompliſhed, had the lighter not been 
diſcovered. 


No perſon that thinks impartially, but muſt be 
convinced that William Yarranton's bring Mr. 
Weſton's ſervant and warehouſeman, renders him 
ineligible to weigh the ſalt to his maſter, by way 
of check to his having over weight, and after 
that, receiving the falt into his maſter's ware- 
houſe, and ſeiling it again, and gaining great 
advantage from an addition of quantity. I once 
had the honour of ſpeaking to a Commiſſioner 
of Salt Duties, by introduction, and then no- 
ticing the above impropriety, I was told that 

the 
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the Commiſſioners had nothing to do with the 
city officers. I therefore thought it incumbxnt 
on me to appriſe the gentlemen of the Corpo- 
ration of the City of London of this impropriety 
likewiſe, who permitted me to attend the Com- 
mittee .of City Lands, and appointed another day 
for my attendance, to prove that Wm Yarranton 
was Mr. Weſton's ſervant, and thereiore incligi- 
| ble to weigh falt to his maſter, On my ſecond 
attendance, the gentlemen of the committee judg- 
ing that they were not competent to determine, 
and that it did not come within their cognizan«e, 
but that it was the part of the Commiſſioners of 
Salt Duties to complain to them. They did not 
hear the evidence, but indulged Wm. Yarranton 
to ſpeak in his own defence, who ſaid he never 
was Mr. Welton's ſervant for more than nine 
months, but that he was ſervant to the Thames- 
ſtreet Company of Salt Importers ; on which I 
obſerved, that Mr. Yarranton had proved that 
which J had aſſerted, Mr. Weſton's being one of 
Company, and the perſon who managed the 
buſineſs. After the above application, a Com- 
mittee of Aldermen, with great candour and juſ- 
tice, refuſed to ſwear in new Deputy Meters and 
diſcharge the old ones, without having any charge 
of 
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of miſconduct alledged againſt them for that 
purpoſe. 


There have been, for near a century paſt, 
Four Principal and Four Deputy Salt Meters. 
Sir John Smith and Mr. Treacher, the old Prin- 
cipal Meters, have not intereſted themſelves a- 
gainſt the Deputy Meters, or have taken any 
ſteps towards diſcharging them, or doing the 
work themſelves. Mr. Samuel Sanders, one of 
the New Principal Meters, takes no other part 
in the diſcharge of the Deputy Meters than in 
conjunction with Wm. Varranton. Mr. Sanders 
has declared to me that he ſhould never do the 
work himſelf, but that he thought a principal 
ſhould appoint his own deputy. Therefore Wm- 
Yarranton afſumes the power of introducing new 
cuſtoms without the joint authority of his col- 
leagues, and alterations likewiſe which I con- 
ceive render it the duty of the Commiſſioners of 
the Salt Duties to prevent, as they apparently 
tend to no other purpoſe than the countenance of 
fraud on the revenue. I muſt once more repeat, 
that, from the information I have obtained, from 
my knowledge of the ſalt trade, from my con- 
verſation with Mr. Weſton on the ſubject, when 
I have been treating with him for the ſale of my 

relation's 
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relation's ſalt, to the Companies in London, &c; 
from the information of Officers, Meters, and 
many other perſons concerned in the ſalt trade in 
London, there can be no doubt but that large 
quantities of ſalt are brought into London that 
pay no duty, ariſing partly from the negligence 
of officers, (independent of the above charges) 
and partly. from the want of alterations in the 
ſalt laws. From whatever cauſe the deficiency 

of revenue may ariſe, it is certain that the defi- 


ciency 1s nearly equal to the receipt of duty in 
London. 


I will content myſelf with the above ſtatement, 
although the upright, juſt, and virtuous officers 
aſſert that it is much more; but the great and 
certain loſs the revenue ſuſtains, arifes from a 
mode practiſed by the manufacturers of refined 
ſalt, of keeping their ſalt in hot-houſes, and 
weighing the ſalt when perfectly dry, for charg- 
ing the duty on it, which, when expoſed to the 
air, increaſes ſo much in weight, that, from the 
information of officers acquainted with thoſe 
works and that method, it may be eſtimated that 
the increaſe amounts to between a 7th and 8th 
part, which reduces the duty on refined falt near 
275, a ton, leſs than marine ſalt pays; therefore, 

if 
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if a calculation is made on all the loſſes that at- 
tend the revenue from all the above circum- 
ſtances, it cannot be leſs than a loſs of 100,000, 


per ann, 


A circumſtance that happened on my attend- 
ance on the Committce of City Lands, on the th 
of June laſt, juſtified this calculation of the increaſe 
of the refined ſalt, on being expoſed to the air, to 
be between a 7th and 8th part. When informing 
the Committee of ſome of the frauds Wm. Yar- 
ranton had contrived for the benefit of his maſter, 
I ſtated the large quantity of ſurplus ſalt which 
paid no duty. Mr. Hewitt, one of the gentlemen 
of the Committee, roſe to correct me, and ſtated, 
that a very ſhort time before, he had 15 tons of 
ſalt conſigned to him from a refinery, which 15 
tons weighec out 17 tons to him in London, and 
ſaid he paid the duty for the two tons it made 
over. I rcplicd, that ſince I had delivered the 
charges to the Commiſſioners againſt their officers, 
the duty was paid for ſurpluſage; but it was not 
pid before, except a ſmall quantity to ſanction 
the fraud. There cannot, however, be a more 
clear and convincing proof that the refined falt, 
when expoſed to the air, gains as I have above 
ſtared, It Wm, Yarranton is ſupported in his 

preſent 
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preſent, as I deem it, aſſumed ſituation of Deputy 
Meter, his method of delivering the ſalt out of the 
ſhip, without weighing, renders, at once, ſalt offi- 
cers unneceſſary in London ; it likewiſe deprives 
the Corporation of the city of London of their pri. 
vilege of weighing the ſalt by ther officers; and. 
if the proprietors of ſalt refinerics have the addreſs 
to obtain permiſſion from the Commiſſioners of 
Salt Duties, to ſhip ſalt without attention to the 
regulations of laws, eſtabliſhed for ſecuring the 
duty, the Commiſſioners, Collectors, and all offi- 
cers, will be rendert d uſeleſs every where, and the 
duty will very ſoon be reduced to a voluntary gift 
of the propriztors, This indulgence continued to 
be given, the unavoidable conſequence muſt be, 
that the proprietors of the marine ſalt works will 
be obliged to decline the manufacture, from the 
circumſtance of their ſalt paying ſo much greater 
duty than refined ſalt pays. By way of calculation 
of the difference of duty paid by the marine and 
refined ſalt proprietors, I will take it from what 
comes within my own knowledge. My relation's 
works in the Iſl: of Portſea, make, on an average, 
upwards of 1000 tons a year, which, at a compu» 
tation before the late additions of duty, amounted 
to 800]. per annum; and, ſince the additions of 
duty took place, the difference of duty has in- 
; | creaſed 
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creaſed to 1300]. per annum wore than is paid for 
the ſame quantity of refined ſalt, which, together 
make, from the year 1772, the commencement 


of my attention to the trade, an addition of duty 
paid by my relation for her ſalt, more than the 
ſame weight of refined ſalt paid, the trifling ſum 
of 22,300l, Notwithſtanding this great difference 
againſt the marine ſalt proprietors, every counte- 
nance has been given to thrir prejudice, as well as 
every encouragement to the proprietors of refined 


ſalt. 


The Commiſſioners, I have ever conſidered, as 
gentlemen ignorant of the effects of the duties 
paid by different manufactures, and of the op- 
preſſion which ſuch inequality muſt give riſe to, 
but gentlemen who have been groſsly deceived by 
others, who, if ignorant like wiſe, are incompetent 
to the appointment they fill, or, which is worſe, if 
not ignorant, have an intereſt in the deceits they 
practice. The Commiſſioners cannot but place a 
confidence in their Collectors, of whoſe conduct 
they are incompetent to form any judgment, be- 
cauſe they have no opportunity of inſpecting it, or 
becoming acquainted with it; if therefore they are 
deceived, they have no means which may lead to 


diſcovery; a conſequence this, ſo natural, that it 
| was 
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was aſſented to by their own Secretary; who faid 
indecd, for them, that they did the beſt they could, 
and that any defects in this part of their admini- 
ſtration, muſt be attributed to defects in their con- 
ſtitution. But I muſt reply, both to the Commiſe 
ſioners and their Secretary; by ſaying, that what- 
ever confidence they may place in their Officers and 
Collectors, it muſt be their duty, as ſervants to the 
public, to attend to and inveſtigate every com- 
plaint againſt their officers; and not to keep that 
door bolted and barred, through which alone in- 
formation is to enter in, and juſtice to be diſpenſed 
out. They receive their pay to prevent frauds on 
the revenue; but, it they will not hear of the 
frauds which are practiſed, they muſt be ſaid to 
countenance, and may; in a negative ſenſe be ſaid 
to partake in them. Although niy charges are 
now bold, if compelled to publiſh more, they will 
be equally ſo upon new ground, which may follow, 
and I will pledge myſelf to prove them, I know 


of great miſconduct practiſed ſince I delivered my. 


charges to the Commiſſioners againſt their officers, 


by which the Commiſſioners may be, in ſome de- 


gree, blameable, for not hearing the evidence I 
have to produce. The marine falt-proprictors have 
been much injured in their property. The ſup- 
port given to the Principal Salt Meter, Wm. Lar- 

I ranton, 
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ranton, is ſo evidently wrong, that I will not men- 
tion his artifices, ſince he has aſſumed the autho- 
rity of controuling the whole importition of ſalt 
into London, as I rely on being ſaved ſo much 
trouble. If the Commiſſioners conſult any, ex- 
cept thoſe whoſe intereſt it is to deceive them, 
they will find proof uffic tent to convict, I cannot 
help noticing the impropricty of Mr. Warren's 
threat, to remove any officer who ſhall communi- 
cate any information to Robert Jones, Power 
has been too much uſed, and- the Commiſſioners 
condemning Robert Jones and the other Deputy 
Salt Meters, without hearing them in their defence, 
or otherwiſe, may be deemed ſimilar to the deciſion 
of a French tribunal, which, God grant, may ne- 
ver be practiſed in this kingdom. I am, from 
principle, too great a friend to the conſtitution of 
this country, to. ſay more on a ſubject ſo dete ſtable 
in its nature and ſo deplorable in its eonſequenees. 


I have already ſtated the difference of duty paid 
by the marine ſalt proprietors, and the proprictors - 
of refineries, to be near 27s. per ton, a diſpropor- 
tion ſo great, that it muſt entirely cruſh the marine 
ſalt works, by which a number of induſtrious per- 
ſons mvſt fink in diſtreſs, and the public loſe an 
article of ſuperior ſtrength and quality, ſo much 
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ſo, that the Commiſſioners of the Navy give the 
marine ſalt decidedly the preference, in curing pros 
viſions for long voyages. - 


I am ſo confident of the truth of all I have af- 
ſerted, that I could almoſt truſt the proof of it to 
the evidence of thoſe very officers who are ſo much 
countenanced, if they are examined without in- 
ſtructions, and are permitted to ſpeak as their own 
conſcience will dictate, 


After what has been advanced, there can remain 
no doubt but the revenue ſuſtains great loſs from 
all theſe cauſes, not only from frauds practiſed, but 
from the difference of collecting the duty at the 
different works, and which, bold as the aſſertion may 
appear, I aſſert, a ſecond time, to be no leſs than 
100,000], per ann. And we are to obſerve, that 
every deficiency of revenue muſt be ſupplied by fome 
other tax. If ſuch deficiency is known to ariſe 
from fraud, the perſons who thus evade the pay- 
ment of their juſt dutics, are robbers of the public, 
affecting the property of every individual who pays 
taxes, and what individual is there in theſe king- 
doms who does not pay taxes, even in a variety of 
ſhapes ; nor ſhould we ſcruple to ſay, that he who 
will fraudulently withhold the duties he owes to 

his 
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his country, will not heſitate to purloin the goods 
of his n-ighbour, if he thinks it can be done with 
impunity. For my own part | confeſs, that I think 
it an injuſtice to be under the neceſſity of paying 
aditionul taxes, on account of the deficiency of the 
ſalt duties, which, great as it now is, under the 
preſent ſyſtem, mult neceſſarily ſoon become much 
greater, and from which my own family has, and 
docs ſuſtain great loſs and injury. 


It has been hinted, and probably will be af- 
ſerted, by thoſe whoſe indirect advantages may be 
affected by this publication, that I have acted a 
part highly improper, by diſcovering the myſteries 
of this trade. But the weakneſs of this accuſation 
I may very ſafely leave to the unprejudiced reader z 
a diſcovery I have made, it is true, but it is a diſ- 
covery of that only which ought to be known, to 
bring ail the traders in this articke upon an equt- 
poiſe, While, as to the proceſs of making ſalt, 
wheth-r it be from ſca water, ſalt ſprings, or others 
wiſ., whether to make it of a ſmall grain or coarſe, 
or by what means the granulation is obtained, I 
believe the reader is as well info:med of before he 
reads theſe pages, as he can be from having pe- 
ruled them, | 


And 
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And the reader may obſerve that the language [ 
have given him is trite and dry, but let him not 
forget that my ſubjcct is a dry one likewiſe; and 
Jet me add, for his further information, that l am 
a plain man, dealing only in the ſtatement of 
plain facts; but, it I had the ability, I ſhoul ! pre- 
fer unadorned truth to the ornament of poliſhed 
language ; juſtice and charity to the harmony of 
rounded periods; and the repute of doing good, 
to that of an elegant writer, 
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Page 12 Line 24 For increaſes, read increaſe. 


15 — 16 For But, read Ter. 

17 — 11 For has, read have. 

24 — 2 1 concluded with ſaying, Ic. to be omitted 
to opportunity. 

27 — 3 Afﬀer as ſuch, inſert been. 

28 — 4 For 2 quarters, read 1 quarter. 

34 — 17 For Henry read Harry Walker. 

38 — 18 Omit har, before James Clark, 

39 — 4 Inſert to ſhip, before duty free. 

50 — 1 For with, read by. 

— 4 Inſert they, before endeavoured. 

62 — 6 For or have, read neither have they, 

64 — 21 Aſter except, inſert for, 


